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Dear Ms Berry, 
 
RE: General Terms of Approval - Tamworth Organics Recycling Facility, Gidley Appleby Road, 
Gidley – DA 2020/0138 
 
I refer to our letter of 22 January 2020 providing comment on our General Terms of Approval for the above 
development.  
 
In our comments regarding Condition O3.4, we referred to a ‘maturation pond’.  This should read 
‘maturation pad’. All other comments made in our letter remain relevant and applicable for Council’s 
consideration of the project proposal. 
 
Please contact Simon Lund on (02) 6773 7000 or by email to armidale@epa.nsw.gov.au if you wish to discuss 
this matter further. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
REBECCA SCRIVENER 
Head Regional Operations Unit - Armidale 
Environment Protection Authority 
 
Cc: Dan Whale and Dan Coe - trc@tamworth.nsw.gov.au. 

Our reference: : DOC20/29354-01 
Contact: : Simon Lund – 02 6773 7000 – armidale@epa.nsw.gov.au 
Date : 24 January 2020 

Jessica Berry 
Principal Environmental Consultant 
Pitt & Sherry 
 
Email: info@pittsh.com.au               BY EMAIL  
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Attention: Jessica Berry 
   
Dear Ms Berry, 
 
RE: General Terms of Approval - Tamworth Organics Recycling Facility, Gidley Appleby Road, 
Gidley – DA 2020/0138 
 
I refer to your correspondence dated 3 December 2019 and our subsequent discussions with Mr Adam 
Bishop from Pitt and Sherry and Tamworth Regional Council on 14 January 2020. 
 
The Environment Protection Authority (EPA) has considered your comments regarding our General Terms 
of Approval (GTA) and provides the following responses. 
 
Condition L6.4 – Remove the requirement for measurement of sigma theta and associated weather 
station requirements. Replace with the requirement for a weather station that is capable of 
measuring rainfall, temperature, wind speed and direction. 
 
The EPA utilises weather data for compliance with all conditions of the Environment Protection Licence 
(EPL), such as noise and water discharges. Onsite weather data is also used to inform appropriateness of 
mitigation measures for other issues such as dust generation and odour. Temperature inversions play an 
integral part in odour experienced within the community. The ability to monitor temperature inversions and 
the effect these inversions have on odour is critical in maintaining a robust response and implementation of 
odour mitigation measures.   
 
We acknowledge that temperature inversions generally start to dissipate between the hours of 8am to 
4.45pm, being the proposed hours of operation of the facility. Given the nature of the material and 
treatment process proposed, the EPA considers that odour is not an issue limited to the operational hours 
of the facility and will continue to be generated outside of operational hours. 
 
The EPA believes Condition L6.4 remains appropriate and recommends Council consider the condition for 
inclusion in any development consent for the project, should consent be issued.  
 
Condition O3.2 – We request the EPA broaden the description of organic waste that can be 
received, noting that the Category 3 waste facility should reasonably be capable of accepting 
Category 1 and 2 waste also. 
 
Condition O3.2 states: “Wastes accepted are limited to food and green organic wastes from kerbside 
collections (FOGO), garden organics, uncontaminated wood waste, paunch, offal, liquid waste and DAF 
sludge”. 

Our reference: : DOC20/29354 
Contact: : Simon Lund – 02 6773 7000 – armidale@epa.nsw.gov.au 
Date : 23 January 2020 

Jessica Berry 
Principal Environmental Consultant 
Pitt & Sherry 
 
Email: infor@pittsh.com.au               BY EMAIL  
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We agree to amend this to now read: 
 
Condition O3.2 – Waste accepted at the premises is limited to those waste types identified as Category 1, 
Category 2 and Category 3 organics listed in the “Environmental Guidelines, Composting and Related 
Organics Processing Facilities, table 3: Categorisation of organic, including Category 1, 2 and 3 organics”. 
 
Condition O3.4 – Remove condition. 
 
Condition O3.4 requires the maturation pond to be designed to enable retrofitting of pollution control 
measures, should they be warranted. The EPA seeks to ensure that if any discrepancies are found 
between the actual operation of the site and the predicted modelling, there is capacity to mitigate those 
issues.  
 
The EPA believes this condition is appropriate and be considered for inclusion by Council in in any 
development consent for the project, should consent be issued.   
 
Condition O3.8 – Reword the condition to allow unacceptable material to be turned away at the 
gate. 
 
Condition O3.8 currently reads: 
 
“Unacceptable waste material received at the premises must be stored inside the receivals and processing 
shed and must only be stored for a maximum of two days prior to disposal at a lawful facility” 
 
The nature of an organics facility is such that unacceptable or reject waste will be present within the waste 
stream. The EPA understands this material will be identified and removed from the process or feedstock 
material as part of the initial screening in the treatment process.  
 
The intent of condition O3.8 is to address the issues associated with contamination of any waste that has 
been accepted at the facility as feedstock. It also helps to ensure that the facility does not become a waste 
transfer or storage facility for that rejected waste. 
 
We agree to amend the condition to read: 
 
“Condition O3.8 – Unacceptable waste material found in the waste stream (after receival of that waste) 
at the premises must be stored inside the receivals and processing shed and must only be stored for a 
maximum of two days prior to disposal at a lawful waste facility” 
 
Condition M8.1 – Clarification of frequency for noise monitoring and when monitoring should 
occur. 
 
The intent of this condition is to undertake a single monitoring event to ensure compliance with the limits 
set under normal operating conditions. It is intended that if noise levels are satisfactory the requirement to 
monitor noise will be removed from the EPL. Should noise issues arise in the future, the EPA may require 
further noise monitoring be carried out.  
 
We agree to add a note to condition M8.1 that reads: 
 
Note: Once compliance with the noise limits has been confirmed through one of round of monitoring, the 
requirement for noise monitoring will be removed from the EPL if the EPA is satisfied with compliance of 
those limits listed in condition L6.1. 
 
Noise monitoring should be undertaken during the Day, Evening and Night time periods with those times 
being defined as per condition L6.3. While hours of operation of the facility are limited to 8 am to 4:45pm, 
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the noise assessment in the EIS identified that plant at the facility may continue to run over a 24-hour 
period. This could include tunnel ventilation fans, aerators and pumps associated with leachate, liquid 
waste and stormwater processes. We therefore maintain the requirement for night time monitoring to be 
undertaken.  
 
Our standard requirement for noise monitoring is for LAeq15 readings to be undertaken over a 60 minute 
period. LAeq15 is 15-minute A weighted average and therefore the requirement is for four 15-minute 
readings to be taken over a 60 minute period.  
 
Condition R4 Noise Monitoring Report 
 
As discussed, condition R4 requires the submission of a noise compliance assessment report within 30 
days of commissioning the facility, should consent be granted. The EPA has reviewed the time period for 
submission and is agreeable to the report being submitted within 90 days of commissioning, as shown 
below. 
 
R4: A noise compliance assessment report must be submitted to the EPA within 90 days of the 
commencement of typical organics recycling facility operations. The assessment must be prepared by a 
suitably qualified and experienced acoustical consultant and include: 
 

(a) An assessment of compliance with the noise limits presented in Condition L6.1 as defined in M8.1; 
and 

(b) An outline of any management actions taken within the monitoring period to address any 
exceedances of the limits contained in Condition L6.1 

  
Please contact Simon Lund on (02) 6773 7000 or by email to armidale@epa.nsw.gov.au to discuss this 
matter further. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
REBECCA SCRIVENER 
Head Regional Operations Unit - Armidale 
Environment Protection Authority 
 
Cc: Dan Whale and Dan Coe - trc@tamworth.nsw.gov.au. 
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Dear Mr Whale, 
 
RE: EPA General Terms of Approval – Tamworth Organic Recycling Facility – DA2020/0138 
 
I refer to our letter dated 13 November 2019 providing our General Terms of Approval for the above 
development proposal. 
 
The EPA has identified an error on page 6 of Attachment A of our letter. Conditions O2.1 and O2.2 are 
incorrectly drafted. 
 
Please replace the conditions with the bolded words as follows:  
 
O2.1 Activities occurring at the premises must be carried out in a manner that will minimise emissions of 
dust from the premises.  
The premises must be maintained in a condition which minimises or prevents the emission of dust 
from the premises. 
 
O2.2 All operations and activities occurring at the premises must be carried out in a manner that prevents 
and minimises the emission of air pollutants from the premises.  
All activities undertaken in or on the premises must be carried out in a manner which minimises or 
prevents the emission of dust from the premises 
 
Please contact myself on (02) 6773 7000 or by email to armidale@epa.nsw.gov.au if you wish to discuss this 
matter further. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
REBECCA SCRIVENER 
Acting, Manager - Regional Operations - Armidale 
Environment Protection Authority 

Our reference: : SF16/19559; DOC19/994567 
Contact: : Rebecca Scrivener – 02 6773 7000 – armidale@epa.nsw.gov.au 
Date : 22 November 2019 

Mr Dan Whale 
Tamworth Regional Council 
PO Box 555 
TAMWORTH NSW  2340 
 
Email: d.whale@tamworth.nsw.gov.au              BY EMAIL  
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